
Some screening plants selected for height > 15’, upright growth habit. 
 
 

Large evergreen shrubs, often trained 
as trees: 

Common name Comments 

Ceanothus Ray Hartman  Wild lilac Native; fast, upright 
Ilex altaclarensis ‘Wilsoni’ Wilson’s holly Likes light shade 
Nerium oleander ‘Sister Agnes’ Oleander (white) Fastest variety of oleander 
Photinia x Fraseri Red-tip photinia Bright red new growth 
Rhamnus alternus ‘John Edwards’ Italian buckthorn Very drought tolerant 
Xylosma congestum Xylosma Slower growth 

   
Evergreen trees:   

Calocedrus decurrens  Incense cedar Native, fairly slow 
Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ Italian cypress Plant close together 
Laurus nobilis Grecian bay laurel Eventually very large 
Laurus ‘Saratoga’  Saratoga bay Male; rounder leaves, more spreading 
Podocarpus gracilior Fern pine Prune to any shape or size 
Podocarpus henkeli Long-leafed yellowwood Stiffer habit 
Prunus caroliniana Carolinaa cherry laurel Fruit may be messy 
Prunus ilicifolia; P.i. lyoni Hollyleaf cherry Fruit may be messy 
Sequoia sempervirens  Coast redwood Not drought tolerant. Huge. 

   
Bamboo for screening --    
Non-invasive species (clumpers)  Roots spread slowly to a few feet across 

Bambusa textilis Weaver’s bamboo  
Bambusa oldhami Giant timber bamboo  
Bambusa tuldoides Punting pole bamboo  

Running bamboos  Must be confined, e.g. livestock troughs 
Phyllostachys species  Many forms; graceful, open look 
Semiarundinaria fastuosa  Temple bamboo Very leafy type 

   
Vine on structure   

Rosa banksia  Lady banks’ rose Will arch up several feet above structure 
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